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The Pathfinder 
A Publ ica t ion of  the Uni tarian Universa l i s t Fel lowship o f  DeKalb  

Together as a reli-
gious community, we 
put our liberal faith in 
action, striving to 
nurture our families 
and our spiritual 
lives, protect the 
earth, eliminate pov-
erty, and stop oppres-
sion, while offer-
ing love and hope for 
all.  

 

(UUFD mission statement 
adopted May 17, 2009) 

 
 
MINISTER: Rev. Allen Harden  (minister@uufdekalb.org or 773-288-2394) 
OFFICE MANAGER: Kathryn Jones (Please contact her online or by phone)   
PRESIDENT: Tom Stamatakos     TREASURER: Ashley Ford 
 
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3 
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089          
email: office@uufdekalb.org    Web site: uufdekalb.org 
In case of an emergency, call Board Past President Jenny Stamatakos, or President Tom Sta-
matakos. 

CONTACTS: 

DEADLINE 
The deadline for the June 

edition of the Pathfinder is 
May 16. Please note that 
this is the third Sunday of 

the month. Submissions are 
to be sent to the church  

office via email: 
office@uufdekalb.org. 

158 N. Fourth St.                DeKalb, IL 60115 

May Theme: Acceptance 

Special Collection: DeKalb Area Alano 

Club 
Acceptance is key to our third principle: ac-
ceptance of one another; not superficially, but 
in deep ways. The invitation of acceptance is 
mutual. It confers the gift of belonging in com-
munity. It communicates “you matter.” This 
capacity is based on the premise of self-
acceptance, to love who you are. Self-
acceptance, flaws and all, is the bridge to ac-
cepting another.  
 
May 5 – Accepting Nature 
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant  
 

May 9 – Perspectives on Mothers, 

Mothering, and being Mothered  

Rev. Allen, Worship Leader 

Diane Johns, Assistant 

 
May 16 – Let’s Get Real! 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Ed Miguel, Assistant 
 
May 23 – Let It Rain 

Diane Johns, Worship Leader 

Dorothy Coleman, Assistant 

May 30 – Agree to What Now?  
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 

Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant 

April Theme: Mindfulness 
Special Collection: DCCG 
 
Mindfulness is the quality and practice 
that overcomes our fragmentation so 
that we can experience wholeness. 
Mindfulness is the call to pay attention. 
M. Scott Peck said that, “The principal 
form of love is attention.” Being mind-
ful is paying attention to our self, others, 
and the world. Mindfulness requires 
skill, but its practice is transformative of 
our self and our relationships.  
 
April 4 – Easter Essence: Suffering and 
Hope 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Dan Kenney, Assistant 
 
April 11 – Building Ourselves from our 
Pieces and Parts  
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader 
Diane Johns, Assistant 
 
April 18 – Be Here Now 
Diane Johns, Worship Leader 
Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant 
 
April 25 – Regional Special Service 
 

Online Worship 
For the duration of the COVID

-19 crisis, UUFD is holding 

online worship services at our 

usual time – Sundays at 10 

a.m. We use Zoom, which is 

easily installed on a computer, 

tablet, or smartphone. Join the 

service each Sunday at uufdek-

alb.org/live.  

 

Save the date for the Congre-

gational Meeting! May 30 

following a short service. 

mailto:awhinchicago@gmail.com
https://uufdekalb.org/live
https://uufdekalb.org/live
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UUFD Staff News 

Some Reflections 
 
We have so much to celebrate!  Days grow longer as we 
move into springtime, and we start to renew our favorite 
outdoor activities. Spring feels especially welcome this 
year because, in a time of quarantine and caution, it allows 
our worlds to become so much larger. My favorite room 
in my house is the back yard, and I have missed it deeply 
this winter. So, we can return to leisurely walks, garden-
ing, and whatever it is we do when it is nice out. 
 
And we can celebrate what looks like a possible light at 
the end of the tunnel for the Covid-19 pandemic. A rapid-
ly growing number of us are finally getting vaccinated, 
and the near future might bring very good news about 
loosening restrictions. Note that the operative word here is 
“might”, as the spread of disease must be observed in the 
vaccinated population. Please remain patient and careful 
with this virus – I hold fears that all of the people cutting 
loose now (such as spring-break celebrants in Florida) will 
bring another wave of infections. 
 
Just to be clear, our board is planning the coming year 
under the working assumption that we might resume in-
person gatherings at the church (including Sunday wor-
ship) with the ingathering at the end of August. Note that 
this is just a plan, and that we will follow the science and 
the guidance of health experts in making final decisions. 
As described below (under ‘office hours’), I plan to gradu-
ally reassert a physical presence in DeKalb, and look for-
ward to seeing some of you in person. As always, we will 
follow whatever measures are prescribed for keeping con-
tacts safe. 
 
This pandemic has brought many changes in the ways we 
live, and it will be interesting to see what happens as we 
come out the other end of distancing and quarantine. My 
personal hope is that I learn to make my life simpler by 
noticing which of the things I had to forego were not real-
ly necessary in the first place. These are different for each 

of us. Working at home was a pleasure for most, while 
going to school remotely had real costs. I thoroughly en-
joyed the COVID dress code (who really needs pants, an-
yway?), and I enjoyed the savings of time and money that 
I had previously spent on appearance.  
 
It is important that we each try to be intentional and mind-
ful of our choices in how we spend our time and energy. 
The pandemic introduced changes, and we should learn 
from our experiences. More than ever, we should work to 
define (and always redefine) what matters to us as individ-
uals, as congregants, and as citizens. 
 
In faith, 
Rev. Allen  
 
 

Minister’s “office” hours: 
Please feel free to email, text, or call Rev. Allen at any time. In the absence of physical gatherings, this is the main way he com-
municates with congregants. His phone number is 773-288-2394, and his email address is minister@uufdekalb.org. 
 
Rev. Allen plans to gradually reestablish a physical presence in DeKalb, with decisions guided by caution and continuing concern 
for our health and safety. Allen has been fully vaccinated since Feb 4, and is eager to meet with individuals or (very) small groups. 
How we do this depends on everyone’s vaccination status, the latest health advisories, and the weather. The first date for Rev. Al-
len in DeKalb is Thursday, April 15, from 2:00-5:00 p.m. Please call or  text him to make ar rangements if you wish to sched-
ule an in-person visit.  

Minister’s Thoughts 

mailto:minister@uufdekalb.org


PAGE  3 THE PATHFINDER 

 

Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events 

At this point, most in-person events are canceled, except the drive-up WE Pantry and the Hope Haven meal. Keep an 
eye on our website and Facebook page for more updates. And please reach out to the church office to subscribe to the 
weekly electronic news if you haven’t already done so. 

Ongoing Events 
Yoga with Ed Miguel – via Zoom only. Saturdays at 5 p.m. Please contact Ed for Zoom link and details. 
Restorative Meditation – Cancelled 
Buddhist Study Group via Zoom – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 11:45 a.m. 
Zoom links are sent to everyone on the Buddhist Group mailing list. If someone not on our mailing list would like to 
join us, please contact Howard Solomon at dochoward00001@gmail.com. 
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering via Zoom – 2nd & 4th Sundays at 2 p.m. 
  

April 2021 
Apr 15 – Touchstones Small Group Discussion – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Apr 18 – Board Meeting – 11:45 a.m. via Zoom  
Apr 20 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m. (3rd Tuesdays) 
Apr 24 – Drive-thru WE Pantry 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 

May 2021 
TBD – Board Meeting – 11:45 a.m. via Zoom  
May 18 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.  
May 20 – Touchstones Small Group Discussion – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom  
May 29 – Drive-Thru WE Panty 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
May 30 – Congregational Meeting  - Immediately following a short service.  

The worship theme for April is Mindfulness; for May the theme is Acceptance. 
 
The worship leaders will use these themes to guide their services throughout the month. We encourage you to 
take a look at the Touchstones Journal on our website at uufdekalb.org/touchstones (or pick up a copy at the 
table by the magazine rack) and hope it will lead to deeper discussions! 

 

Vaccination Registry 
 
We are starting to compile a listing of vaccination status for UUFD. 
Knowing which members and friends are fully vaccinated helps us track 
possibilities for in-person encounters, and may guide us as we look for-
ward to a possible reopening of the church.  If you are comfortable doing 
so, we ask that you please send an email updating your vaccination status 
to office@uufdekalb.org.  
 

mailto:dochoward00001@gmail.com
https://uufdekalb.org/lifelong-learning/adults/touchstone%20journal
mailto:office@uufdekalb.org


 
 In Loving Memory of Grace Dorbeck, a long-time friend of UUFD and mother of Susan Dorbeck. 
 

Grace drew her final breath on March 23, 2021, at the age of 92 years. Rev. Linda Slabon performed the funeral 
service in Moline, IL. Our deepest condolences to Susan and the rest of the Dorbeck family. Her full obituary can 
be viewed at https://www.esterdahl.com/obituary/Grace-Dorbeck. 

 

We're grateful to all the worship leaders, assistants and tech support folks who have helped to make our Zoom ser-

vices possible for the past year. In many ways, this community is stronger than ever. Thanks to all the worship 
leaders and assistants listed on the first page, as well as those who have provided tech support during this time, in-
cluding Will Ireland, Elisa Woodruff, Vanstrom Dracul, Tom Stamatakos, and our latest addition to the tech sup-
port team—Jack Reich. 

JOYS & SORROWS 
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Hope Haven News  
Hope Haven has appreciated our efforts to continue providing meals during this challenging time. They are serving 
more meals than ever. Thanks to our UUFD volunteers for making the February and March meals a success. It takes 
a village!  
 
Here are the February and March stars of the show: 
 
February's Sloppy Joe Dinner: Main dish providers were Sheryl Nak, Maylan Dunn-Kenney and Danica Lovings. 
A wonderful spread of sides were provided by Charles Sigwart, Sharon Blake, Toni Tollerud, Rev. Linda Slabon, 
Gretchen Sigwart, Mary Von Zellen, and Xena Lovings. 
 
March's French Onion Ground Beef Casserole: Main dish providers were Beth Schewe, Rev. Linda Slabon and 
Toni Tollerud, and guest star, Maylan Dunn-Kenney, who volunteered to take my spot for the main dish, a day be-
fore the meal when I had to leave town unexpectedly. Thank you all. The side spread was provided by Sharon Blake, 
Sheryl Nak, Maylan Dunn-Kenney (again), Charles Sigwart, Carol Bushong, Mary Von Zellen, and Gretchen Sig-
wart. 
 
I have to give a special shout-out to Virginia Wilcox who has faithfully provided the staples of four gallons of milk 
and four loaves of bread every month since I can remember, except the month she had hip surgery. Thank you for 
making that spot to fill worry-free! 
 
The April and May Hope Haven sign-up sheets are ready. It would be great to see some new names on the list! 
Please don't hesitate to ask for help. It's really fairly simple AND gratifying. To simplify, we are doing the exact 
same meal themes that we did last year in April and May, since those dinners were really appreciated and fairly easy 
to provide. April's meal theme is Ham Dinner, please see link for the April 2021 sign-up sheet 
and May's meal theme is Easy Chicken Pot Pie for a crowd, please see link for the May 2021 sign-up sheet.   
 
Please take me up on my offer to give tips, pick up and deliver dishes, or seek reimbursement! Text, call or email me 
anytime! You can also contact Sharon Blake for tips and tricks at sblake202@gmail.com.  
 
 
Gratefully,  
Danica Lovings 
815-901-4625 
danica855@gmail.com 
Hope Haven Meal Coordinator  

https://www.esterdahl.com/obituary/Grace-Dorbeck
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxnXAPaKfKLaTqvuJaBpT1G_aHfVqMwXjaSdIodkT0g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SSfUcrVfAEKxfTAF7w9zFrSn_pR7BcT3K7Rp2se2XPQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sblake202@gmail.com
mailto:danica855@gmail.com
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Looking Back on our Year Together - Apart and Looking Ahead to our New Reality 
 
At today’s Zoom service (March 14th), Rev. Allan encouraged any of us to contribute to the Pathfinder with thoughts, reflections, items 
of interest, etc. As he reflected on the past year, so did I.  
 
Last year, on March 13th, our weekly e-news announced the upcoming Sunday Service. Ed Miguel was to lead the sermon “To Forgive, 
or not to Forgive,” with Dorothy Coleman as worship assistant, Kevin Vancil as greeter, Carey Boehmer as tech support, Joan Garnier 
and Jack Reich as RE support, and Chris Miguel as Coffee Hour host. Then the stay-at-home order went into effect. On Friday March 
15th the announcement was made that service was cancelled until further notice and that service never happened. We all felt the vice of 
the pandemic closing its grips on us. Just like that, we couldn’t enter the building, couldn’t have service in person, and we really didn’t 
know what it meant or what our new reality would look like, and for how long. 
 
However, it didn’t take long for that new reality to take shape. The following Wednesday, March 20th, the e-news came out announcing 
that our service the coming Sunday would be hosted on Zoom. Thanks to our worship leaders and tech support volunteers, our Sunday 
services continued, only missing that first lock-down Sunday when everyone was trying to figure things out.  
 
Our new reality was meeting on Zoom for services each week. At the beginning, most sermons went out the window, as the majority of 
our time was spent on Joys and Concerns and checking in with each other. Our worship leaders went around the Brady-Bunch squares, 
and we all took turns sharing our joys/sorrows/concerns and just our current status. After the initial shock and awe of this new distant 
reality wore off, we settled into a groove where everyone had a check-in opportunity and we’ve still had time for really great services 
and music. 
 
Groups, such as the Bhuddist Discussion Group, Yoga with Ed, and Ordinary Folk music group all went online. The Hope Haven sign-
up process went from pencil/paper, at Coffee Hour, to an electronic Google Doc sign-up form. The Spook-a-thon turned into an arts and 
humanities Spook-a-zine publication, featuring the art, poetry and writing of our members. The Winter Farmers Markets and Book Sale 
were all cancelled. Of course, RE was cancelled. The Welcome Essentials Pantry went from being a lively social event where people in 
need came together for fellowship, snacks, coffee, public services and essential needs, run by many volunteers, to a drive-by, socially 
distant pick-up of essentials, primarily  staffed by a team of one, Shane Sharp (husband of Beth Schewe). While some groups adapted or 
went on hiatus, others emerged. Reverend Allan launched a monthly Touchstones Discussion Group on the third Thursday of each 
month. A congregational cookbook was produced (available for $20 through the office).  
 
We are now at a point where we are facing another new reality - the post-pandemic reality. What will that look like for us? What will be 
the same? What will be different? What will I miss? What won’t I miss? 
 
When we return to the building for in person services it is unlikely we will continue the practice of everyone speaking at Joys and Con-
cerns. It seems comical to think about that scenario taking place in our former reality, though there has been nothing comical about 
doing this during our zoom services over the past year. I think we can all attest to the fact that it has given us the opportunity to hear 
from and meet people we may not have heard from or met during coffee hour after service, or to get to know each other at a deeper 
level. We’ve even had some new folks join our services, who we hopefully will have the opportunity to meet in person very soon!  
 
That said, my guess is that we will start broadcasting our services on zoom, allowing our out-of-state friends and members to stay con-
nected with us. We will likely continue with an electronic Hope Haven sign-up process. We hope that the Touchstones Discussion 
Group will continue. The Spook-a-zine and Cookbook were great additions to our tradition and may re-emerge at some point in the fu-
ture.             
 
What will I miss? I will miss the intimacy of some of our zoom chats and check-ins. I will miss doing my puzzles while listening and 
participating in our zoom services. I will miss being able to attend church with one of my doggies snuggling on my lap. I will miss see-
ing our friends and members from far away, whom I’ve seen more in the past year, than the year before that (Yes Ariana, I’m thinking 
of you). 
 
What won’t I miss? I won’t miss not being able to sing as a group! I won’t miss NOT seeing those who didn’t make it to the zoom ser-
vices. I won’t miss everyone trying to figure out how to unmute when it’s their turn to speak (or will I?). I won’t miss the gas spent 
driving. I won’t miss NOT hearing the sounds of our kids chattering and zooming around the church. I won’t miss being interrupted 
during service with questions like “Where’s the milk?” or “What was I supposed to get at the grocery store again?” I will not miss NOT 
having lively events at our church home, such as our Winter Farmers Markets. 
 
What will you miss? What won’t you miss? 

 
Danica Lovings 



A  PUBLI CATI ON  OF THE UNI TARIAN  

UN IV ERSA LIST  FELL OWS HI P OF  DEKAL B  

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb 
158 North Fourth St. 
DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

UUFD Pledge Drive 

It’s time to make your pledge for 2021-22! 

This has been an unusual year, to say the least. But UUFD members and staff have stepped up, and in many 
ways we’ve become stronger than ever. 

In spite of continuing challenges, we have much to be hopeful and thankful for. 

 UUFD members and friends have been faithful in their giving this past year, keeping our budget in good 
shape. 

 Many of our members are vaccinated or will be getting vaccinated soon, so we’re hopeful that we may be 
able to meet again in person soon. 

 We’ve had a core group of committed members attending online services all year, and we’ve seen several 
new faces as well. 

As we look forward to another year, with hope for some positive developments, now is the time for each of us 
to make our financial commitment to UUFD. It’s up to us to keep this community strong, pay our fabulous 
staff members, support our programming, and keep our building running so we can return to it soon! 

Please fill out your pledge form online at uufdekalb.org/pledge or contact Kathryn in the church office to 
make your pledge.  

https://www.uufdekalb.org/member-center/member-forms/stewardship-pledge-form

