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The Pathfinder 
A Publ icat ion o f  the  Unitarian Universal ist  Fe l lowship o f  DeKalb  

Together as a reli-
gious community, we 
put our liberal faith in 
action, striving to 
nurture our families 
and our spiritual 
lives, protect the 
earth, eliminate pov-
erty, and stop oppres-
sion, while offer-
ing love and hope for 
all.    

 

(UUFD mission statement 
adopted May 17, 2009) 

 
MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon 
OFFICE MANAGER: Bonnie Freeman 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud 
PRESIDENT:  Sue Willis             TREASURER:  Beau Anderson 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Dave Becker 
  
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment 
Office Manager Office Hours: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Fridays 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Church Office phone number:  815-756-7089                  
email:  uufdchurchoffice@aol.com   Web site: uufdekalb.org 
 

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 756-1088, the Board President Sue Willis or 
the Past President Dan Kenney. 
 

CONTACTS: 

DEADLINE 
The deadline for the Sep-

tember edition of the Path-
finder is August 18, 2013. 
Please note that this is the 
third Sunday of the month. 
Submissions are to be sent 

to the church  
office via email: 
 uufdchurchof-

fice@aol.com or hard copy 
left in Pathfinder editor 
mailbox in the library. 

 
 

 

THE PATHFINDER 
CONTACT INFO 

Editor: Melissa Blake 
Phone: 758-4751 
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.     
            com 

158 N. Fourth St.                                DeKalb, IL 60115 

August 18 
Choir         
Worship Leader:  Sue Willis  
Assistant:  Donna Veeneman 
Sermon:  TBA  
 
August 25 
Choir         
Worship Leader:  Rev. Linda  
Assistant:  Glenda Cosenza 
**Multi-generational Ingathering ser-
vice:  "There's No Place Like 
Home"  Together we experience home-
coming and connection with Mother 
Earth through the ritual of mingling the 
waters. Please bring a small bottle of 
water from your summer travels or from 
home.  At this service, we also bless our 
children and our lay leaders.  Come cel-
ebrate! 

July 28 
No Choir         
Worship Leader:  Rev. Linda Slabon 
Assistant:  Kelly Thornburg 
Sermon:  Mind & Soul:  On Reincarna-
tion, Faith & Passion  
 
August 4 
No Choir         
Worship Leader:  Rev. Linda  
Assistant:  Sue Willis 
Sermon:  Music Sunday and Hymn Sing  
 
August 11 
No Choir         
Worship Leader:  Bill Lamb  
Assistant:  Frank O’Barski 
Sermon:  TBA 

 
Bonnie out on Medical Leave - Elisa to cover the office 
 
Our office manager, Bonnie Freeman will be out on a medical leave beginning Tuesday, July 
16th. Elisa Woodruff will be covering her position on a part-time basis until her return. The 
office will be open Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to noon and Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon. E-News 
Deadline will be changed to Tuesdays at 10 a.m. until further notice. 
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UUFD Staff News 

 Temporary office hours:  Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to noon and Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon.  
 E-News deadline will be changed to Tuesdays at 10 a.m. until further notice.  
 Rev. Linda’s hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday by appointment. 

Sunday, August 25 is our UUFD 
Ingathering Service: 

There’s No Place Like Home 
 
Do I want you to bring a vial of 
water to share for the ritual of 
homecoming?  Yes, I do!  But 
this year that water will not be 
poured as we hear a loving litany 
of waters visited or enjoyed dur-
ing the summer’s adventures.  
Rather, the theme “There’s No 
Place Like Home” gives us an 
opportunity to reflect upon a 
new question for this ritual shar-
ing.   
 
Our Ingathering Service will be 
a service of Identity (What sto-
ries do we tell ourselves about 
who we are?) and Inclusion 
(How shall our circle of compas-
sion be expanded?  Can we be 
among the ethical agenda setters 
of our time?).  In today’s millen-
nial age how shall we share a 
thoughtful faith, a personal ethic 
of integrity, and an experiential-
ly grounded sense of the divine?       
 
At the August 25 service we 
shall do so by: 
Holding baby and child dedica-
tions.  Any parent who would 
like their baby, child or children 
to be part of the dedication and 
blessing ceremony  at this ser-
vice, please contact me.  Two 

families with beautiful new ba-
bies have already committed to 
participate.   
   
Inviting friends to become newly 
signed members. Here I am 
called to think critically, hope 
always, and to remember that 
faith is an alternative to despair.  
Here I commit to UUFD as my 
spiritual home. 
 
Cherishing and commissioning 
our staff and leaders for their 
ministries over the year.  
 
Blending the waters  
  
Rev. Nate Walker shared the fol-
lowing insights on UU identity 
and inclusion at the District 
meeting in April where we voted 
to form the new Mid-America 
Region.   
 
How do we UUs understand the 
gathering of the people in spir-
itual community?   To find ref-
uge, to share ministry, to transi-
tion, to transform, to become 
(teaching & learning) a personal 
spiritual trainer. 
 
How do we UUs understand the 
power of the pulpit?  To call 
forth, to draw from, to inspire, to 
collaborate, to democratize, to 
lift up ethical agenda setters and 

ethical agenda setting.  
 
How do we UUs understand the 
significance of learning the les-
sons of faith?  To accept, to 
love, to learn from, to humbly 
hold, to prepare, to send forth, to 
root our ministries in religious 
literacy.   
 
Our UU identity and inclusion 
are grounded in the worship ser-
vices of the life cycle – baby and 
child dedications, water  and 
flower communions, Coming of 
Age and Bridging ceremonies, 
marriages, ordinations to minis-
try, and memorial services.  We 
seek to develop a religious liter-
acy that is anti-racist, anti-
oppressive, and multi-cultural.  
Finally we humbly stand before 
the beauty and sacred wonder of 
the universe and the Spirit of 
creation, with respect and honor 
for the spiritual practices of the 
many and that illuminate the 
Unity of all.   
 
In CommUUNITY,   
  

Minister’s Musings 



PAGE  3 THE PATHFINDER  

 

Mark  Your Calendar For These UUFD Events 

Worship Associate Training Set For August 
 
When: Saturday, August 17th @ 9 a.m. at UUFD   
 
If you would like to become a UUFD Worship Associate, there is still time to apply before the training on August 17th.  For more 
information, please call Rev. Linda (815-501-4788).  Please return completed applications to Rev. Linda asap!    
 
**THE UU FELLOWSHIP OF DEKALB WORSHIP ASSOCIATES PROGRAM… 

 Honors the implicit trust given to worship leaders by the congregation and improves the worship life for the whole congrega-
tion. 

 Develops leadership skills, teamwork, and enhances creativity. 

 Assures that lay led services are of high quality. 

 Promotes long range planning for the minister and lay leaders. 

July 
  30   Peaceful Meditation (meets every Tuesday)    5:30 p.m. 
 
August 
  1   Mindfullness Meditation (meets every Thursday @ Estelle’s)  10:30 a.m. 
  2   Peaceful Meditation (meets every Friday)    Noon 
  3   Pathways to Membership 3       6:30 to 9 p.m. 
  4   Drum Circle           12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 
  7   UUFD Board Meeting          7:30 p.m. 
  8   TeachGirls Global          5 to 6:15 p.m. 
14   Monthly Divination & Creativity Night         7:30 to 9 p.m. 
17   Worship Associates Training         9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
20   UUFD Supplies Hope Haven meal 

 
**Please note: Due to unforeseen circumstance, the Goddess Quest: Womanspirit for Girls and Boys program for 
grades 1-8 is being rescheduled and will not begin this Sunday July 28th as previously planned. Instead, the pro-
gram will begin in September. More information coming soon. Our weekly RE programs for children age 4 and up 
will continue through the summer.  

UU Useables Is Returning 
UUFD will be holding a UU Useables sale in August.  If you are cleaning out, please consider donating to the UUFD Sale.  Bring 
your items to the church on Tuesdays or Fridays or contact Dan Kenney at 815/753-0950. 
 
Team Challenge walk in Vegas in November  
Did you miss the opportunity to donate to the Take Steps Walk for Crohn's and Colitis that Will and Ashe walked on June 
22?  Don't fret!  There is another opportunity, Will will be walking 13.1 miles with Team Challenge in Las Vegas in November in 
honor of Ashe. All donations go to the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America to support research and patient support programs 
for Crohn's Disease and Ulcerative Colitis. Donations can be made online at: http://www.active.com/donate/vegasIL13/wireland. If 
you prefer to give an offline (check or cash) donation, you can see Will at any of the upcoming services. Thanks for your support! 
 
August 18 is Garden Day for Religious Education at Rev. Linda & Toni's Garden 
On Sunday, August 18th, our children, parents and families are invited to enjoy Mother Earth's bounty at Rev. Linda and Toni's gar-
den.  We will meet at UUFD at 9:45 a.m. and carpool over to their home.  We will harvest vegetables that you can take home, play a 
community building game, enjoy a summer snack and close with a circle ritual.  Hope to see you! 



                                                     Monthly Divination & Creativity Night                                
  

Divination with Jenny Stamatakos (Wren Starling)  
Creativity with Kathy Clark  

  
 

Second Wednesdays – 7:30-8:30 p.m. – at UUFD Library 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Location:  UUFD Library)    
158 North 4th Street, DeKalb,  IL  60115   
To participate:  This is an open exper ience.  All are welcome.   
                                                                                                                                              Cost:  Free – Donations to UUFD are appreciated.           
 

Jenny Stamatakos (whose working name is Wren Starling) will be doing one-card draws from her unique bird oracle 
cards (and occasionally other decks). Anyone who uses any other form of divination (Tarot, Runes, I Ching, etc.) is in-
vited to come and read for others as well. Anyone interested in getting a reading is welcome. Stay the whole time or just 
stay for your reading.  
 
If you are facing a choice, divination may help point in the most positive direction for you. Request something to medi-
tate upon or for inspiration. You might want to know what new thing may come into your life or what is the most im-
portant thing facing you at this time. Ask a specific question and see what answer you get. If no one requests readings, 
we will talk about divination, how we do it, why we do it, what we believe and learn together.   
 
 

This is a UUFD Adult Lifespan Faith Development event. 
 

 
Kathy Clark’s sister, Darlene Hopperstad, is at home in Belvidere recovering from surgery on her shoulder after a fall. 
 
Kelly Thornburg had a nodule removed from her thyroid on Tuesday, July 16th. Please keep her in your thoughts. 
 
The UUFD Community extends sympathy to Lisa Betczynski, Reverend Linda’s sister, on the death of her friend and companion 
Mark. 
 
Bonnie Freeman, our office manager, had knee surgery on Monday, July 15th.We send hopes for good healing as she undergoes the 
therapy for recovery and hope to have her smiling self back to manage our office soon!   
 
Elisa Woodruff appreciates well wishes as she continues treatments at the Diamond Headache Clinic.   
 
UUFD pride, joy and thanks to Dave Becker who participated in and served on UU Leadership School Staff for the past years, and 
this July worked as the Director of the School!  We are grateful for all that Dave has shared with us from his experience.  
 
Congratulations to Jessica and Brian Williams who welcomed Baby Kaylee to the world on July 12th, 9:10 AM, 8 pounds 2 ounces, 
19 inches. 
 
Lindsay Andrews had thoracic surgery to remove a paracardial cyst about half the size of a fist from behind her heart on July 17th 
at Sherman Hospital in Elgin.  We send her love as she continues recovery.  
 
LeeAnn Abel, a dear UUFD friend from Livonia, Michigan, faced serious intestinal surgery.  Let us hold her in light and warmth as 
she commits to the work of healing her body and strengthening her spirit.    
 
We extend love and support to Diane Johns' brother Jeff, sister-in-law Xiying, and nephew Jesse on the news that 14-year-old Jesse 
has recently been diagnosed with bone cancer.  He will receive treatment over the next year in their home town of New Orleans.  May 
each day bring a kind word, inner strength and abiding love.  

JOYS & CONCERNS 
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August 14, 2013 September 11, 2013 October 9, 2013 

November 13, 2013 December 11, 2013   
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Greeters: We Want You!! 
 

When: August 10 @ 10 a.m. 
 
That's the date of the first-ever greeter/coffee hour retreat! Have you ever wanted to be a greeter or host coffee 
hour? Are you already a greeter or a coffee hour host? Either way, this is the place for you. We promise to 
keep it short, and refreshments will be served. It is very important that we all meet together to go over greet-
ing protocol and make sure we are as safe, welcoming and efficient as we can be. Also, there have been fre-
quent questions regarding hosting coffee hour. So, come on out on Saturday, August 10th for a short, but fun 
informational retreat. We'll be done by 11 or 11:30, at the very latest. Please consider giving some of your 
time this next church year to these two very important tasks. It is imperative that all greeters be trained, for 
safety reasons, so this is a perfect opportunity to get this training in a short and fun session! Thanks from Con-
gregational Support and Development. Please RSVP before August 8th to let me know if you are able to at-
tend! Thanks....Sharon Blake, sblake202@gmail.com, 815-757-2444. 

CYMBAL, women’s ensemble, Sings! 

at Sycamore History Museum  

1730 No. Main St., Sycamore, IL  60178 

Wednesday, August 14   7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

  For information:  (815) 895-5762   info@sycamorehistory.org 

 
Enjoy a summer evening concert at the Sycamore History Museum.  “Cymbal” has been making music together since 2001, and has 
expanded to include six members.  While each member of the group has years of musical experience, the women join together in 
order to stir listeners to consider new ways of thinking about the world. Skillfully weaving humorous songs with songs that evoke 
tears, “Cymbal,” in performance, strives to do much more than entertain.  Cymbal sings to build bridges, deepen compassion, and 
advocate for those beat down in body or spirit.  

 
Cymbal’s musical repertoire includes folk, South African, Native American, traditional Appalachian, spirituals, and original compo-
sitions.  The group demonstrates vocal dexterity in its acappella pieces, and members play a variety of instruments, including guitar, 
piano, dulcimer, mandolin, harmonica, ukulele, percussion instruments, and jug.   
 
The members of “Cymbal” are Rev. Linda Slabon, minister of the DeKalb Unitarian Universalist congregation and a clinical social 
worker; Dr. Toni Tollerud, Director of Music at the Unitarian Universalist Church in DeKalb, and a Presidential Teaching Professor 
at Northern Illinois University;   Dr. Lynn McCanne, who has found a “second life” in music after living most of her adult life as a 
psychologist; Terri Mann-Lamb, who has worked at NIU for 14 years and is owner of Sunn Flower Gourmet catering; Linda 
Matuszewski, who teaches accountancy at NIU and has been singing in choirs since junior high; and Elisa Woodruff, a third year 
counseling student at NIU, and former west coast theatre director.    

Members of “Cymbal,” clockwise from 
front left: Rev. Linda Slabon, Terri Mann-
Lamb, Linda Matuszewski, Toni Tollerud, 
Elisa Woodruff and Lynn McCanne. 
(Submitted photo) 
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Don’t Forget: Get Ready To Fill Up Those Backpacks! 
 
It's time again for the UUFD/CRMS backpack drive to benefit the students of Clinton Rosette Middle School. We have 
been so generous in the past, and it truly makes a difference to our students. It's easy to donate! You can either buy a 
backpack and/or school supplies and leave them in the bin in the Fellowship Hall, or you can just give a monetary do-
nation to me and I will do your shopping for you! Thanks so much again for partnering with our school to start the year 
out right....as I always say, we are changing lives one backpack at a time!!!!!! Every school supply makes a difference 
to someone! Call or email me with questions....Sharon Blake (sblake202@gmail.com or 815-757-2444). 
 

 

Member Care = Congregational Support and Development! 
 
We are the same committee, just a different name! If you need anything from our committee or know of needs in our congregation, 
just let us know! We're still on the job :) 
 
Sharon Blake sblake202@gmail.com or 815-757-2444 
Bonnie Anderson 
Jen Stamatakos 


