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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M. 

Dec 2020—Jan 2021 

The Pathfinder 
A Publ icat ion o f  the  Unitarian Universal ist  Fe l lowship o f  DeKalb  

Together as a reli-
gious community, we 
put our liberal faith in 
action, striving to 
nurture our families 
and our spiritual 
lives, protect the 
earth, eliminate pov-
erty, and stop oppres-
sion, while offer-
ing love and hope for 
all.  

 

(UUFD mission statement 
adopted May 17, 2009) 

 
 
MINISTER: Rev. Allen Harden  (minister@uufdekalb.org or 773-288-2394) 
OFFICE MANAGER: Kathryn Jones   
PRESIDENT: Tom Stamatakos     TREASURER: Ashley Ford 
 
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3 
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089          
email: office@uufdekalb.org    Web site: uufdekalb.org 
In case of an emergency, call Board Past President Jenny Stamatakos, or President Tom Sta-
matakos. 

CONTACTS: 

DEADLINE 
The deadline for the Feb 

edition of the Pathfinder is 
Jan. 17. Please note that 

this is the third Sunday of 
the month. Submissions are 

to be sent to the church  
office via email: 

office@uufdekalb.org. 

158 N. Fourth St.                DeKalb, IL 60115 

January Theme: Consolation/Desolation 
Special Collection: Youth Services Bureau 
 
Consolation and desolation are conditions of 
the human experience. Desolation arises out of 
loss, grief, failure, fear, sadness, loneliness, 
and more that have the capacity to destroy us. 
Some of these may be impersonal, but conso-
lation is always personal. It comes as a pro-
found gift from another: compassion, a will-
ingness to listen without judgement, a kind 
word, a hug, and other acts of kindness and 
care.  
 
Jan 3 – 2021, At Last! 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader  
 
Jan 10 – Belonging, Hope, and the Glass Half 
Full 
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader 
 
Jan 17 – The Winter of Our Discontent 
Diane Johns, Worship Leader 
 
Jan 24 –  
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 
 
Jan 31 – The Consolation and Desolation of 

Mother Earth 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 

December Theme: Kindness 
Special Collection: UUFD Discretionary 
Fund  
 
Ian MacLaren wrote, “Be kind; everyone 
you meet is fighting a hard battle.” Kindness 
is considered a virtue, a moral obligation, 
the currency of compassion, an act of soli-
darity, radical hospitality, communion, a 
lifeline, a balm in Gilead, and much more. 
Human civilization would not long survive 
without it. In fact, it is kindness that civiliz-
es us and those with whom we interact.  
 
Dec 6 – Loving Kindness Meditation 
Diane Johns, Worship Leader 
Ed Miguel, Assistant 
 
Dec 13 – Finding the Light 
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader 
Diane Johns, Assistant 
 
Dec 20 – It Never Hurts to Be Kind 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant 
 

• Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Vespers, 4 p.m. 
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader 
Dave Becker, Assistant 
 

Dec 27 – Mister Roger’s Neighborhood 
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 

Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant 

Online Worship 
For the duration of the COVID

-19 crisis, UUFD is holding 

online worship services at our 

usual time – Sundays at 10 

a.m. We use Zoom, which is 

easily installed on a computer, 

tablet, or smartphone. Join the 

service each Sunday at uufdek-

alb.org/live.  

mailto:awhinchicago@gmail.com
uufdekalb.org/live
uufdekalb.org/live
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UUFD Staff News 

A Few Words from Our Minister 
 
This is a very hard time for some of us.  In spite of 
the talk of new vaccines, we know that the threat of 
Coronavirus and the reality of pandemic restrictions 
will be with us for a long time. There is so much we 
miss out on by respecting the advice to stay home 
and stay distant, even though we conform out of re-
spect for the science and our love for one another. I 
want us all to be here next year. 
 
It is also really dark for a huge chunk of the day. This 
also is science we understand, but the onset of winter 
can be difficult. Something about this merging of 
darkness, loneliness, and cold runs counter to most of 
our visions of a great time. But we are resilient, we 
are able to adapt, and we do the best we can with our 
current lot. I am reading more and taking on way too 
many projects around my house. If this pandemic 
gives you time, find a good way to spend it. Most of 
us want to be pretty social much of the time, but most 
of us also know how to play alone (or in small 
groups). 
 
And we are in the midst of “the holidays,” a favorite 
and special time for many, a bittersweet time for oth-
ers. Our holidays – like everything else – are differ-
ent this year. But again, we can celebrate in new and 
creative ways. I am looking forward to our Christmas 
Eve Vespers service, a time where we can join to 
share in the light, the music, and the message of 
Christmas. I love most things about Christmas, even 
though I am a little weak on the Christian elements of 
the celebration. 
 
Our December theme is “kindness,” and it will be a 
pleasure to see what the worship associates bring to 
us during our Sunday services. On my date, Decem-
ber 13, I will focus on the topic of “Finding the 

Light,” both as a way to name the Advent season as 
we plan for Christmas (and Hanukkah and Kwanza 
and other observations), and as we each search for 
new ways to bring joy and light into our own lives. 
See you “in church.” 
In love and faith,   
Rev. Allen 

Rev. Allen’s schedule 
• Rev. Allen will be with us (online or in-person) the 2nd (and probably 4th) Sundays of each month.  

• Please contact him at minister@uufdekalb.org  or 773-288-2394 with anything that’s on your mind. 
Office schedule 

• Office manager Kathryn Jones’s hours are Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3.  Please contact her online or by phone only. 

Minister’s Thoughts 

mailto:minister@uufdekalb.org
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events 

 
At this point, most in-person events are canceled, except the drive-up WE Pantry and the Hope Haven meal. Keep an 
eye on our website and Facebook page for more updates. And please reach out to the church office to subscribe to the 
weekly electronic news if you haven’t already done so. 

Ongoing Events 
Yoga with Ed Miguel – via Zoom only. Please contact Ed for dates and details. 
Restorative Meditation – Cancelled 
Buddhist Study Group via Zoom – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 11:45 a.m. 
Zoom links are sent to everyone on the Buddhist Group mailing list. If someone not on our mailing list would like to 
join us, please contact Howard Solomon at dochoward00001@gmail.com. 
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering via Zoom – 2nd & 4th Sundays at 2 p.m. 
  
December 2020 
Dec 11 – Board Meeting – via Zoom 11:45 a.m. 
Dec 15 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m. (3rd Tuesdays) 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Vespers at 4 p.m. 
 
January 2021 
January Board Meeting TBD – via Zoom  
Jan 19 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.  
Jan 30 – Drive-Thru Welcome Essentials Panty, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

The worship theme for December is Kindness; for January the theme is Consolation/Desolation. 
 
The worship leaders will use these themes to guide their services throughout the month. We encourage you to 
take a look at the Touchstones Journal on our website at uufdekalb.org/touchstones (or pick up a copy at the 
table by the magazine rack) and hope it will lead to deeper discussions! 

Hope Haven News 
 
Members of UUFD provide the meal for the Hope Haven Homeless Shelter in DeKalb on the third 
Tuesday of each month. We provided successful meals to Hope Haven in October and November. 
Thank you so much to all of our meal contributors!  
 
You are Appreciated! 
October: Chili Dogs Dinner - Chili dogs were provided by Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Sharon Blake,  and Danica Lovings. Sides and sta-
ples were provided by Bonnie Anderson, Charles Sigwart, Gretchen Sigwart, Rev. Linda Slabon and Toni Tollerud, Sheryl Nak, Mary 
Von Zellen, Donna Veeneman, and Virginia Wilcox.  
November: Ham Dinner: Baked Ham is being provided by Linda Slabon & Toni Tollerud, Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Beth Schewe and 
Danica Lovings. Sides and staples were provided by Charles Sigwart, Sheryl Nak, Sharon Blake, Gretchen Sigwart, Bonnie Anderson 
(doing double duty with dessert for 60!), Mary Von Zellen and Virginia Wilcox. As of the Pathfinder deadline (Nov. 15th), only a 
volunteer spot for fruit remained open. 
 
Upcoming Hope Haven Meals 
Tues. December 15th: Meatloaf - here is the link to the December sign-up sheet. 
Tues. January 19th: Chicken Tetrazzini - here is the link to the January sign-up sheet. 
 
Never volunteered before, but interested in learning more? Call Danica Lovings at 815-901-4625 or Sharon Blake at 815-757-

2444 for more information and tips. Additionally, reimbursement for expenses is available in the Hope Haven account if needed, 
thanks to our generous volunteers who contribute financially.  

mailto:dochoward00001@gmail.com
uufdekalb.org/touchstones
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiJ3Xqk2vZvrvUd7Nb1vyOBLvPWDtYPtxk5Gd4wfqws/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lrFfUfs0IkBKh4KaWk8gnMp-x6gFPRSeEg3qCTqfgiY/edit?usp=sharing


 
We said goodbye to two long-time friends of the congregation who passed away this past October: Linda Meyer and 
Sylvia O’Neil. 
 
We also will miss Jan Bach, who passed away on Oct. 30. Anyone who would like to commemorate Jan can contribute 
to the scholarship fund in his name through the NIU Foundation. 
 
We wish Peter and Florence Gerlach well as Peter continues to recover from surgery. 
 
Please keep Susan Dorbeck and her mother Grace in your thoughts and prayers. Susan has been caring for Grace, age 

92, as Grace struggles with health issues. 

Do you have a joy, sorrow, or milestone to share with the congregation?  
Contact the church office and we will share it in the eNews and Pathfinder. 

JOYS & SORROWS 
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A Blast from the Past 
 
From Danica Lovings: These pictures were taken in 2011, nine years ago, out at Russell's woods on Bethany road in DeKalb when 
the UUFD religious education class was doing a unit on nature.  I don't remember everybody's names, but there is Donna Veene-
man, Joan Lawrence and her daughter Victoria, myself, Josh Becker and other Becker clan. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a blast from the past to share? Please feel free to send your pictures or memories to Kathyrn at of-

fice@uufdekalb.org to be included in future Pathfinders. We hope this is a fun way for new members to get an idea of UUFD 

history. 

• One idea to start you thinking: Ed Miguel would love to learn what the stained-glass tiles in the sanctuary mean to each of 

us. Do they have a special meaning to you that you’d like to share? Did you participate in making and installing them? If 

you have a story to share, please send it to the church office for the next Pathfinder! 

mailto:office@uufdekalb.org
mailto:office@uufdekalb.org
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UUFD Building Update from Board President Tom Stamatakos 
 
The building committee (Carey Boehmer and Will Ireland) reported to us recently that there has been a leak in the roof. Will 
agreed to reach out to a few local roofing companies to address the leak, with only two of the five responding with interest. One 
company never provided a formal quote, the other one quoted $58,000 to replace the entire roof rather than attempt any spot re-
pairs. 
 
Upon further discussion with the Board, I decided to reach out to some companies outside the Dekalb area and found two compa-
nies that were interested and came out to inspect the roof. 
 
Apex roofing in Elgin came out and was excellent, they reviewed the condition of the roof and overall they suggested the roof 
was in pretty good shape! In fact, he said there were only a few areas that needed to be sealed on the vertical wall surfaces that 
we could potentially do ourselves, and he thought our main issue was likely the clogged roof drains. Will and I cleared about 20 
lbs. of leaves and muck from the drains with hopes that would address the issue. 
 
Sadly, last week during the rainy day that followed the snowfall Will and I visited UUFD and found the ceiling still had a slow 
drip, though it was better than before so clearly it did help a bit. I have contacted Apex again and they will be coming out this 
week to look at the situation and potentially attempt to spot repair that area of the roof. More to come as we dig in. 
 

  

Don’t try this at home, kids. 

Treasurer's Summary from the November Congregational Meeting, from Ashley Ford 
 
With 40% of the Fiscal Year passed, our Operating Budget is smoothly on track.  So far, we've received 52% of our 
projected income for the year, and we've spent 38% of our projected expenses.  With 50% of the year's pledges al-
ready in, I'd like to thank everyone on behalf of the Board for your faithful, steady support in "keeping the chalice lit" 
during these challenging times. 
 
This fall, we received a windfall donation from the former Welcome Cafe, who closed out their separate bank account 
and donated $1100 to UUFD.  We put $500 of that toward the UUFD Discretionary Fund, and the rest was entered as 
"non-pledge donation." Given the extra challenges of fundraising during COVID restrictions, we are so appreciative. 
 
A copy of the budget report has been uploaded to the "Files" section of the UUFD Internal Group on Facebook.  If 
you would like a copy sent to you directly, or if you have any questions, please contact me at ashley@peregrin.org. 

mailto:ashley@peregrin.org
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Prison Pen Pals: Letter writing with persons incarcerated in Illinois 
  
The UU Prison Network of Illinois is a very active group that engages with the reality of our criminal justice 
system in many ways. You might want to check their website (www.uupni.org) to learn more about what they 
are doing and how we can help. 
 
This appeal is a request for pen pals. There are currently 18 penpal requests from Illinois prisoners who are also 
members of the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship — a congregation that has been entirely online since long 
before Covid.  These 18 persons have each requested that UUPMI pair them with a UU correspondent on the 
outside. 
 
Being a pen pal is about more than getting mail. It is about establishing a mutual relationship. You will have 
the opportunity of being proximate, learning together, and giving voice to someone on the inside. This can be a 
wonderful experience for you and the person you are writing to.  
 
Engaging an incarcerated person in pen pal correspondence does require that you learn certain rules, bounda-
ries, and guidelines, and UUPMI has created great training materials to get you started. 
 
The link for pen pal orientation is http://www.uupmi.org/penpals.html. 
 

http://wwwe.uupmi.org
http://www.uupmi.org/penpals.html

