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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the March
edition of the Pathfinder is
February 15, 2015. Please
note that this is the third
Sunday of the month. Submissions are to be sent to
the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

February Theme: Devotion
Devotion can be a hard topic for Unitarian
Universalists. Part of it has to do with our
questioning nature. We’re an inquisitive
and skeptical bunch. So the prospect of being devoted to a single spiritual path, or
elevating a single spiritual leader, can leave
many of us feeling claustrophobic.
Maybe we need to finally let go of our old
definitions of devotion and proudly embrace
that it is less about finding something to give
yourself over to and more about simply finding and re-connecting with your deepest self.
Unitarian Universalists have always believed there is a sacred, unique inner voice
deep inside each of us. This month, we ask
each other, “Do you hear it?” and “How
much of your loyalty does it have?”
February 1
Choir
Worship Leader: Ed Miguel
Assistant: Elisa Woodruff
Sermon: Devotion: It Is Who You Are

February 8
Choir
Worship Leader: Dave Becker
Assistant: Donna Veeneman
Intergenerational Service
Sermon: Standing on the Side of Love
February 15
Choir
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda Slabon
Assistant: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Sermon: To Love Without Getting Tired
February 22
Choir
Worship Leader: Irene Faivre
Assistant: Sue Willis
Sermon: Emotion of Devotion
**A Note from the Office
Are you getting the eNews each week?
Would you like to start? Due to a recent
email glitch, a few people have stopped receiving the eNews every Wednesday afternoon, but we’re not sure if there are others.
If you have stopped receiving the eNews or
would like to be added to the list, email Beth
at the church office (office@uufdekalb.org).

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Tom Stamatakos
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez

TREASURER: Beau Anderson

Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Tues. 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and Fri. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 815/501-4788, the Board President Tom
Stamatakos or the Past President Sue Willis.
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Minister’s Musings
What happens in your mind when
you link these words? “Ministry as
Opportunity” or “Ministry as Community”? How about “Ministry as
Art” or “Ministry as Healing”? Or
“Ministry as Justice” or “Ministry
as Stewardship”? The root meaning of “ministry” is the act of serving. So, what comes to mind as we
imagine what these expressions
might look like in action: “Serving
as Opportunity” “Serving as Community” or “Serving as Art”, etc.
Ministry is more than maintaining
the institution of a church – its building, staff, and programs. First and
foremost it is about how we serve
one another and how that connects
us and transforms us. It is grounded
in our understanding of the Sacred,
in our relationship with our values,
and with our actions. We’ve seen
“Ministry as Community” in the
loving response to Gladys and Buddy’s needs after the apartment fire. I
saw “Ministry as Stewardship” at
the January Leadership Council
meeting as UUFD leaders shared
their energy, devotion and vision for
UUFD activities in 2015. I saw
“Ministry as Music” at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. celebration as our
UUFD men – Dave Becker, Forrest
Brandon, and Ed Miguel - sang with
courage and heart. THEY WERE
THE ENTIRE BASS SECTION!
Ministry as Opportunity is all
around us. I hope you find a ministry that inspires and transforms you.
Consider some of the following…
Interfaith Conversation Series at
Northern Illinois University
(NIU). This once-a-week program
starts on Wed., Jan. 28 and runs
through Wednesday, March 4 at

the NIU Founders Library Staff
Lounge. All presentations are from
7:00 - 8:30 pm. The Interfaith Conversation series, which provides an
introduction to faith and belief systems represented at NIU and in the
surrounding community, complements NIU's current Common Reading Experience: Eboo Patel's Acts of
Faith: The Story of American Muslim, the Search for the Soul of a
Generation.
Ministry as Community
Rev. Linda is seeking 4 UUFD
members who will help facilitate the
Pathways to UU Weekend –
February 20 and 21. Visitors and
new members are especially encouraged to attend the Pathways to UU
weekend. Each event offers you a
chance to meet other UUFD folks
and build relationships. The events
are free and open to all. Please contact Beth in the church office if you
are interested in participating or
helping out.
Friday, February 20: 7:00-9:00
p.m. Wine and cheese mixer at
Rev. Linda's home
Saturday, February 21: 9:30-11:30
a.m. Saturday Morning Workshop
at UUFD
Learn more about your own spiritual
quest, explore Unitarian Universalist
faith traditions, and find out about
our church home here in DeKalb.

mit ourselves to “seek first to understand and then be understood”, and to
work together to move forward for the
common good of our community.
Questions? Contact Beth Campen
815-508-2836, Rev. Janet Hunt pastorjanethunt@firstdekalb.org, or
Tammie (re: food) at 815-793-4644.
Ministry as Justice
Support the mission of Safe Passage
to break the cycle of violence. How?
One way is to join Toni and I at our
table for the Evening of Chocolate on
Saturday, February 28, 7 – 10:00
p.m. at Far anda’s Banquet Center,
302 Grove Street, DK. Tickets are
$40. Enjoy a light buffet meal, music,
silent auction, chocolate and doing
good.

Ministry as Art
Apply this spring to become a Worship Associate. Communal worship
is an art form and can be a profound
experience. We honor the trust given
to us by our congregation and seek to
inspire. Bring questions about being
a Worship Associate to any member
of our Worship Team: Toni Tollerud,
Ed Miguel, Elisa Woodruff, and Sue
Willis. See Rev. Linda or Beth
Schewe, our Office Manager for an
informational letter and the application form.
In CommUUNITY

Ministry as Healing
The 2nd Beloved Community Dinner
will be held on Sunday, February 22,
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Fir st Lutheran Church, 324 N. 3rd Street in
DeKalb. The purpose of the dinners
and conversations is to offer multiple
opportunities for folks from all different walks of life to get to know
and appreciate one another, to com-

UUFD Staff News



Beth’s office hours are Tues. 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and Fri. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815/501-4788.
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
February
4
6

7
8
12
15
17
20
21
22
23

UUFD Board Meeting
Restorative Meditation
(Meets Fridays - Feb. 13, 20, 27)
Winter Farmers’ Market with Arts and Crafts
Ordinary Folk musical gathering
TeachGirls Global (Library)
Soul Matters DeKalb Group
Hope Haven Meal
Pathways to UU Wine & Cheese Mixer
Pathways to UU Workshop
Ordinary Folk musical gathering
Welcome Café and Community Kitchen Brunch

7:30 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

Leadership Council Meeting

Noon to 2 p.m.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
5 to 6:15 p.m.
12:30 to 2 p.m.
7 to 9 p.m.
9 to 11:30 a.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
10 a.m. to Noon

March
1

Change the date!
Please mark you calendars for the new date of the Pathways to UU Weekend.
Pathways to UU Weekend – February 20-21
You are invited to join UUFD for the pathways to UU weekend. Visitors and new members are especially encouraged to attend. Each event offers you a chance to meet other UUFD folks and build relationships. In addition you will learn more about your own spiritual quest, explore Unitarian Universalist faith traditions, and
find out about our church home here in DeKalb. The events are free and open to all. Please contact Beth in
the Church Office if you are interested in participating.
Friday, February 20: 7:00-9:00 p.m. Wine and cheese mixer at Rev. Linda's home
Saturday, February 21: 9:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday Morning Workshop at UUFD
Ask questions about Unitarian Universalism. We share our about our spiritual journeys. Is UUFD a good fit
for you as a spiritual home?

A Message From Oaken Acres...
**We received a lovely hand-written card, which you can see on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Just in case you are not
able to stop in and read it, here is what it says:
Dear UUFD,
Thank you for choosing Oaken Acres for your December special collection. In addition to the monetary contribution, you are introducing our work to others in the community. The more people in our
community who know about us, the fewer the number of animals that would not be helped.

All the best in 2015,
Kathy Stelford
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JOYS & CONCERNS
We extend our support and concern to Terri Mann-Lamb and her family as they cope with her mother’s illness.
We also send our loving support to Ed Wilcox, whose father has suffered a coma.
A big thank you for all the UUFD folks who contributed their time and resources to Gladys and Buddy in recent weeks –
Bonnie and Beau Anderson, Mary and Jeff Kowalski and Jenny Stamatakos helped with meals, moving and setting up a
fundraising page. Nathan Dettman, Carey Boehmer, Forrest Brandon, Josh Becker and Shane Sharp helped with the
heavy lifting, and many others contributed time, money and other resources. Gladys and Buddy are in their new apartment and getting settled in. If you’d like to contribute a meal to Gladys and Buddy in the upcoming weeks, contact Bonnie Anderson (bonnie804@gmail.com).
Thank you to UUFD choir members Dave Becker, Forrest Brandon and Ed Miguel, who came out to sing with the New
Hope Baptist choir for the MLK Celebration at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on January 19. We are so proud of our three
UUFD men, who were the bass section!
Our gratitude goes to Terri Mann-Lamb and Danica Lovings, who contributed their time and talent to help the Leadership Council run smoothly during 2014. We welcome incoming Leadership Council convener Jenny Stamatakos and
secretary Sharon Blake.

WOMANSPIRIT 2015

Toni and Rev. Linda will lead some of the chanting and drumming at the winter Womanspirit conference in 2015 at Lake County
UU Church, and we are hopeful that UUFD women will join us! We have room for 1 or 2 more women who would like to carpool.
Please check out the Womanspirit information online and let us know if you will attend. Choose from 11 different workshops ranging from ZenTangle to Goddess work, writing to facilitated breath work. Vendors include massage therapists, hand-crafted scarves
and fiber art, jewelry designers, tarot, and Chinese brush painting.
Start your weekend retreat with the Friday evening Soup Supper hosted by the LCUUC Church and join us Saturday night for a concert by Armonia. The conference, all workshops, and all meals will be held in one building. Both the hotels have pools and whirlpools. For more information and to register, go to: www.womenandreligion.org
WHEN: Friday, February 6, 2015 to Sunday, February 8, 2015
WHERE: Lake Country UU Church
Hartland, WI. 53029 (one half hour south of Milwaukee)
Speaker: Mary Pierce Brosmer
“Healing Words: Called to Consciousness”
Mary is a poet and social entrepreneur who dreamed and then created Women Writing for (a) Change, a
movement which supports the lives of women and girls who are working to commit life to language, in the
belief that the truth of the feminine Is a resource for healing and renewal of culture and nature. Mary encourages women and girls to use the material of our lives to support the truth telling necessary for healing, inspiration and personal empowerment. From this form of personal soul transformation, life sustaining and life
giving leadership in organizations, communities, workplaces and homes, can be born

ATTENTION SINGERS AND MUSIC LOVERS!!!!!!!!
Save the date....for the 2015 Annual Western Crescent Choir Festival
Sunday, March 8, 2015

at the Unitarian Universalist Church, Rockford, IL
starting at 4 p.m.
Come support our fabulous UUFD choir and enjoy hearing several choirs from the Western Crescent sing as well as a mass choir of over 80 voices. Car pooling will be available from our church around 2:30. Light refreshments will follow the concert. Question? Ask Toni or Bonnie!
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Don’t Forget: UUFD Winter Farmers’ Markets with Arts and Crafts
UUFD will have our winter markets on Saturday February 7 and March 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is
$1. There will be over 35 vendors selling a variety of arts and crafts. There will also be grass-fed beef, poultry,
and pork available. Fresh German and French baked goods, fresh honey, as well as preserves, jams and jellies.
Hot food, coffee, and refreshments will be available during the day as well. Local musicians will provide live
music throughout the day.
It is a fun event – plan to attend and bring a friend or two.
Also, the March 21 market will provide a seed and plant exchange sponsored by DeKalb County Community
Gardens to celebrate the first day of spring.
If you have questions or would like to volunteer at the market, call Dan Kenney at 815-793-0950 or email dkenney53@hotmail.com.

UUFD Gala Coming Soon!
Mark your calendars for the UUFD Gala on Saturday, April 11. Be sure to start thinking about whether you’d
like to donate a basket or special item for the silent auction. And if you have a gift for baking special treats or
would like to nominate an excellent baker in the congregation for our dessert auction, contact Rev. Linda, Kris
Olsen or the Gala planning team. Last year, guests bid a record $165 for Julie Lamb’s famous cheesecake and
Sharon Blake’s almond cookies sold for $140. Wouldn’t you like to taste those goodies?!
Gala Schedule of Events:
5:00 Silent Auction begins, Cocktails,
Hors D’oeuvres
5:45 Dinner followed by Dessert Auction
7:00 Music and Dancing
8:45 Silent Auction Closes
***Childcare and activities for children will
be provided.

***Food will include meat, vegetarian, and
vegan choices.
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UUFD Entered to Win a $3,000 prize in the 2014 Cool Congregations Challenge
Our Children Are Stewards of the Earth
Dan Kenney, Beth Schewe, and the Social Justice
Ministry have entered UUFD in the 2014 Cool Congregations Challenge, which rewards congregations
who work to become energy efficient and sustainable
role models in their community.
The theme of our entry was “Our Children Are Stewards of the Earth,” and it focused on the many things
we do in UUFD’s religious education program to instill in our children a sense of wonder for the earth
and the dedication to preserve the interconnected web
of existence (our seventh UU principle).
We wrote that our challenge for 2014 was to support
organic farming/gardening in our area while teaching
our young people the importance of good stewardship
practices. Our seventh Unitarian Universalist principle is: "Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part." How could we teach our
children to respect all living beings and the Earth while also making a positive difference in our community?
UUFD has met this challenge in many ways during the past year:
1. We continued recycling of paper, plastics, and glass at the church, and we also compost food waste and coffee grounds. The children kept composting worms to learn about this process!
2. The children took part in planting and harvesting a garden at the minister's house. (See photos below!)
3. The children also helped to weed and maintain a local garden sponsored by the DeKalb County Community
Gardens. http://dekalbgardens.org/
4. Our congregation as a whole became a major supporter of the DeKalb County Community Gardens. UUFD
provides volunteers, financial support, the Gala fundraiser, and infrastructure support. DCCG also has some
items stored in the basement of the building.
5. Our children use recycled materials each year to create bird feeders and feeders for other wildlife. This year,
they created papier mache toys/feeder balls for raccoons at Oaken Acres, a local wildlife rehabilitation center.
6. Our congregation also supported Oaken Acres through a special collection in December 2014, which raised
more than $210 for the organization.
7. We host three annual Winter Farmers' Markets each year, including one on Dec 13, 2014. Our local farmers
sell organic meat, cheese, eggs, and other goods.
8. We also promote recycling through our UU Usables sale each year. We keep used goods out of landfills by
selling it to those who can use it.

We were inspired to undertake these efforts by the dedication of a few active church members who are dedicated to local organizations such as the DeKalb County Community Gardens and Oaken Acres. And most of
all, we are inspired by our seventh Unitarian Universalist principle: "Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part."
I don't know exactly how many pounds of waste we have kept out of landfills or how many gallons of gas we
have saved by growing and buying local organic food instead of food that has been shipped many miles. But
even more important than the immediate impact of such savings is the impact we make by instilling the value
of stewardship in our young people.
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Congregational Support and Development News

Hello, from your internal support team! First, let us introduce ourselves:

Sharon Blake: Sharon is a long-time team member. She is well-known for her amazing
cookies and visits to those who need a little TLC.

Terri Mann Lamb (pictured on the right along with team member Bonnie
Anderson on the left.): Terri has been a team member for a few years. She
is a hard-working woman who is heavily involved with the Welcome Café.
She creates, cooks and/or bakes the meals for this and many other UUFD
events.
Bonnie Anderson (above left) is also the staff church musician. On the
team now for a couple of years, she finds a lot of satisfaction in providing a
helping hand when needed.

Annemarie Clifford is the newest member. She will be a great asset.
The Congregational Support and Development group provides the church and its
members with the following services:
*Scheduling greeters for the Sunday services and special events;
*Scheduling people to supply the treats for coffee hour after services;
*Sending a greeting to visitors;
*Visiting members who are ill or have limited mobility;
*Sending cards, providing an occasional meal, giving car rides, picking up groceries for folks with limited

mobility.
*Coordinating potluck meals and/or snacks when needed for special occasions.

Should you have a need for a meal or a ride to an appointment or to services, contact one of us to see if we are
able to line up some help.!

Sharon Blake (815) 757-2444
Terri Mann Lamb (815) 761-4545
Bonnie Anderson (815) 762-2546
Annemarie Clifford (630)-747-5112

A P U B L I CA T I ON OF T H E U N I T A R I A N
U N I V ER S A L I S T F E L L O W S HI P OF D EK A L B

Got something on your mind? We’d love to hear it! Email
mellow1422@aol.com today and stay tuned to next month’s
Pathfinder for more exciting UUFD announcements and
events!

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

