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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the August/September edition of
the Pathfinder is July 19,
2015. Please note that this
is the third Sunday of the
month. Submissions are to
be sent to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

June Theme: Revelry
As UUs, we are good at looking squarely at
life’s trials and terrors, even taking responsibility for fixing them. Our faith rightly reminds us we have a duty and responsibility
to ease the burdens of others, to bend the arc
toward justice. But it also reminds us that we
have a duty to joy, even a duty to plain old
“useless” fun! Joy, celebration, play and
revelry are a means of replenishment. This
life of ours is ultimately the equivalent of
being invited to the best party in town. Our
challenge is to stay awake to that, to continually pull ourselves back from the mindset
that our days are simply a series of challenges and responsibilities. We are called to look
around and see all that must be done. We are
also called to look around and see all that
has been given.
June 7
**Please note: The choir is off for the summer and will return on August 30**
Worship Leader: Bill Lamb
Assistant: Frank O'Barski
Sermon: What do you revel in? How do
you “recharge your batteries”?
June 14
Worship Leader: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Assistant: Dave Becker
Sermon: Play for Life

June 21
Worship Leader: Sue Willis
Assistant: Rev. Linda Slabon
Message: The Usefulness of Uselessness
June 28
Worship Leader: Frank O’Barksi
Assistant: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Sermon: TBA
July 5
Worship Leader: Donna Veeneman
Assistant: Irene Faivre
Sermon: The Stories of Our Lives and Their
Creative Expression
July 12
Worship Leader: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Assistant: Dave Becker
Sermon: Are You a Commoner?
July 19
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Bill Lamb
Sermon: Resurrecting the Wetlands: Nahant
Marsh
July 26
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Irene Faivre
Sermon: Buddha-tarians Blending Voices
August 2
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Sermon: Music as Medicine

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Tom Stamatakos
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez

TREASURER: Beau Anderson

Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Tues. 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and Fri. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 815/501-4788, the Board President Tom
Stamatakos or the Past President Sue Willis.
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Minister’s Musings
We ARE a strong, vibrant and connected congregation
This year has been a busy one for
UUFD!
Major Staff changes
Gladys is in her first year as DRE. We
also conducted a search for new childcare providers and hired Alison Poole
and Ella Vietmier to join Megan King.
We hired Taylor Richier to serve as a
RE Assistant. We also said farewell to
Bonnie Freeman after 10 years as UUFD
Office Manager. After a search for new
Office Manager with over 20 applicants,
we hired Beth Schewe.
Re-Establish the Building Team &
Capital Campaign Team.
New leadership has breathed energy and
commitment into UUFD’s Long Range
Plan.
Ed Miguel leads the working team of
Wayne A., Virginia W-G., Frank O,
Beth S., Toni T., Carey B., and myself.
We ARE a strong, vibrant and connected congregation!
Worship Ministry joins UUA’s Soul
Matters program
We joined with congregations across the
U.S. who share resources on monthly
themes for worship, religious education,
and sharing in Spirit Journey Groups.
Soul Matters packets are posted each
month on our website, providing rich
resources for UUs to enjoy. This collaboration led us to participate in a Worship
Arts Conference in January 2015.
Sexuality Education & the Healthy
Church
In preparation for the Sexuality Education & Healthy Church training held on
Sept. 19th, I wrote or revised three policies: the UUFD Limited Access A greement, Policy on Sexuality and Commu-

nity: Code of Ethics for UUFD staff and
volunteers who work with children &
youth, and the UUFD Safe Congregation Policy.
Proactive measures include annual sexuality education and the requirement that
all staff and volunteers who work with
children or youth are to sign a Code of
Ethics.
In addition I invited 3 colleagues this
year who agreed to come to UUFD (at a
reduced rate) and preach on issues of
gender and sexuality. Rev. Emmy Lou
Belcher & Rev. Denise Tracy gave a
service on Women & Ministry in the
UUA, and Rev. Sean Dennison gave a
sermon and a social hour presentation on
transgender awareness, integrity and
faith.
We ARE a strong, vibrant and connected congregation!
Leadership Council Training & Meetings
Six leadership council meetings were
held in the past year. Attendance at
these meetings ranges from 18 to 25
UUFD leaders.
June 29 – Connection & Inspiration:
How we relate and connect at UUFD –
led by Rev. Linda
September 14 – Change & Conflict – led
by Toni, Virginia & Beau
December 6 – Non-Profit Housekeeper
Volunteer Database - led by Eric Crane
& Beth Schewe
January 17 – Congregational Health,
Anxiety & our Safe Cong. Policy – led
by Rev. Linda
March 1 – Canvass, Fundraising, & Financial Development – led by Rev. Linda & Frank O’Barski
May 3 – Outreach Strategies – led by
Gladys Sanchez

in July of 2017, completing 26 years of
ministry in DeKalb, I will retire from
UUFD as your minister.
Everything must change, nothing stays
the same.
There will be a variety of emotional reactions –sadness, anger, relief, grief, anticipation, frustration, tenderness. And these
emotions will swirl and rage about inside
me too.
So we will process them and manage our
anxiety in communal conversations.
We won’t spend 2 years saying good-bye.
There’s too much to do.
This coming fall the Board will appoint a
transition team. And people who help
congregations during transitions like this
will come and talk with you – A MidAmerica staff member, a Good Offices
Minister, and perhaps Rev. Mathew Johnson, who has offered to come on down
from Rockford to talk about future ministry options.
The good work we have yet to do!
We have much good work to do together
over the next two years: The Capital
Campaign for the building, staff, and reserve fund for UUFD will kick off in the
fall. The Privilege, Power & Difference
Deepening Groups, led by myself and
Maylan, begin in June. UUFD will host
the Regional Womanspirit Conference in
2017. We will also work to strengthen
fair compensation for staff, as we remember that we are all ministers who support
one another, reinforce ou relational power, and invest in our shared UU identity
through ministry.

What else? Retirement
This strong, vibrant, connected congregation must plan for change. Because,

UUFD Staff News




Beth’s office hours are Tues. 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and Fri. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815/501-4788.
Beth will be taking a month-long maternity leave after the birth of her baby, who is expected to arrive around June 30. But
UUFD will be in good hands! Retired office manager Bonnie Freeman will be returning to run the UUFD office while Beth is
away. Her office hours will be Wednesdays from 9 until 3 and Fridays from 11 until 3. Keep an eye on the eNews, on the
church website, and Facebook for an announcement of the baby’s birth and the upcoming change in office hours!
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
June
2
3
5
5
6
7
7
10
14
14
16
20
21
27
28
30

Mind’s Eye Theater (every Tuesday)
UUFD Board Meeting
Peaceful Meditation (every Friday)
Restorative Meditation (every Friday except July 3)
Yin Yoga Workshop with Beverlee Burke
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sunday each month)
Yoga with Ed Miguel (every Sunday in June)
Stitch and Witch
UUFD Wiccan Study Group (2nd Sunday of each month)
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sunday each month)
Hope Haven Meal
Gurler House Folk Music Festival (all day at Gurler House; UUFD is rain location)
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sunday each month)
Welcome Café and Community Kitchen Bruch and Welcome Essentials Pantry
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sunday each month)
PFLAG

7 to 11 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
5:15 p.m.
1 to 3 p.m.
12:30 to 2 p.m.
6 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
Noon to 1 p.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

1
3
3
5
8
11
12
12
19
21
26
28

UUFD Board Meeting
Peaceful Meditation (every Friday)
Restorative Meditation CANCELED 5:15 p.m. (resumes July 10)
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sunday each month)
Stitch and Witch
Yin Yoga Workshop with Beverlee Burke
UUFD Wiccan Study Group (2nd Sunday of each month)
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sunday each month)
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sunday each month)
Hope Haven Meal
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sunday each month)
PFLAG

7:30 p.m.
11 a.m.

July

12:30 to 2 p.m.
10 a.m. to Noon
2 to 3:30 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.

12:30 to 2 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
1 to 3 p.m.
Noon to 1 p.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
12:30 to 2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Our Recent Congregational Meeting: New Leaders and Future Directions
Forty-four members were in attendance at the May 17 UUFD Congregational Meeting – that is half of our membership, and a wonderful display of dedication and involvement. For the full minutes from the meeting, you can contact Beth in the church office.
Here are some of the highlights:
 We voted on new board members: Congratulations (and thank you for your service!) to our new treasurer, Lon Clark, and rep
resentative at large, Vanstrom Dracul.
 Reverend Linda announced that, after 26 years of service to UUFD, she will retire in July of 2017. The congregation has much
to do to prepare for this important transition!
 Ed Miguel gave an update on the state of the building campaign. He and the building team are currently getting quotes from
contractors and updated plans from the architect. The capital campaign team will go through training this summer and
kick off this important fundraising campaign in late August.
 The ministry council – after many weeks of hard work, research, and discussion – recommended staff salary increases to meet
the UUA recommended salary guidelines for the DeKalb area. They consider fair wages to be a social justice issue.
 The congregation voted on the annual budget for 2015-16. We have a projected budget shortfall of at least $8,000 and do not
have enough money to cover the proposed staff pay increases. The board has called on the congregation to increase their
pledges if possible, or contact any board member to share your creative fundraising ideas.
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JOYS & CONCERNS
Congratulations to Lon Clark on his retirement! Lon's retirement party will be at 6 p.m. on Monday, June 1, at Pizza
Pros, 1205 West Lincoln Highway, DeKalb. If you plan to go, please email Kathy at kathleenbclark@yahoo.com
Please keep Blythe and Judy Stason in your thoughts and prayers, as Blythe continues to convalesce at Bethany Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center.
Congratulations to Beau Anderson, winner of the 2015 Unsung UU Hero Award for his outstanding service to the congregation! The following nomination was written by Dan Kenney: “I would like to nominate Beau Anderson. There are
few who go about doing so much in such a quiet, dedicated manner as Beau. Not only does he donate time as our treasurer, he also makes coffee every Sunday and at every Farmer’s Market. He also coordinates the book sales for the Winter Markets as well as the UU Useable sales. He oversees the counting of money from Sunday services, and he oversees
the money collection from coffee hour as well as collects the money from the social justice coffee sales. He also represents UUFD
well in the community as he volunteers at local food pantries and devotes volunteer time to the Community Store which supports the
work of Family Service Agency. In addition to all of this, he also devotes time and energy to just watching out for things around the
church and filling in where needed. With his silence and gentle nature, he provides a calming effect over the congregation and the
peace he brings to our community cannot be measured. It is a pleasure to know Beau. He has earned my deepest respect and admiration, and I feel he is very deserving of the UnSung Hero Award.”

A Note About The Pathfinder
The Pathfinder will now be published 6 times a year, in December, February, April, June, August, and October. Be sure to check the
church Web site (uufdekalb.org) and sign up for the eNews (email Beth at office@uufdekalb.org) for the latest events and updates.
And, of course, don’t forget to “LIKE” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uufdekalb.
If you would like to contribute an article to the Pathfinder, please contact Beth in the church office or Melissa Blake, Pathfinder editor. We welcome thoughtful submissions of book reviews, a seasoned UU’s thoughts on why they became a Unitarian Universalist,
or other articles related to UUFD’s mission and our seven UU principles.

News From Congregational Support and Development!!!!
Hello, from Congregational Support and Development (formerly Member Care!). We wanted to take a moment and thank all of
our wonderful greeters and coffee hour supporters from this last month. You were all great. A shout-out goes to our coffee hour
hosts, Beau and Bonnie, Chris Miguel, Teri and Dave, Terri M/L, Deb Banke, Nicole and Shane, Kriss and Ed and Laura and
Alex...well done, one and all! And, we must also shout-out to our capable greeters for last month....Virginia W/G, Wayne and
Betty, Teri and Dave, Beau Anderson and Clark Neher (for pitching in at the last minute)....you're all swell.
If you have never been a greeter before and would like a brief training session (no weight lifting is included...haha), I am available
anytime after a service to show you the ropes. Coffee hour requires no special training and we have simplified the menu for coffee
hour so all you need to bring is a baked good and fruit or cheese or something. Thanks so much for considering putting on your
friendly face and being part of our Sunday morning member care ministry team. We do good works!!!!
Ask any of us with questions or concerns....
Sharon Blake, Terri Mann-Lamb, Bonnie Anderson and Annemarie Clifford.
We're here for you!!!!! Grab one of our business cards from the volunteer table in the Fellowship
Hall and keep it at home in case you need us!!
Thanks, from CS&D!!
sblake202@gmail.com
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President’s Note: UUFD FY2016 Budget Update
At the May 17 congregational meeting, we were presented with a number of budget options. Let me summarize them, and then let
you know where our pledge drive stands right now. Our current status quo budget of $93,339 is almost the same as the FY2015
budget, except for the following:
 Estimated non-pledge donations and other contributions reduced to $2,000 (from $5,000) to be more consistent with recent
experience.
 Childcare assistants increased from $1,120 to $4000 to reflect new hires
a few other small changes
However, our current budget has two problems:
 All of our staff are underpaid according to UUA guidelines for congregations of our size and location (much more information
can be found at http://www.uua.org/careers/compensation/fair ). Implementing Ministry Council recommendations would
increase this by $5,574.
 We are only paying half of our fair share dues to the UUA and to the MidAmerica Region (UUA fair share information is at
http://www.uua.org/giving/apf/198518.shtml and regional information is at https://www.midamericauua.org/donate/
fairshare). Restoring our full fair share would cost $3693.
Right now (May 20), our pledges stand at $75,243 – thank you so much to all who pledged, and a special thank you to all who increased their pledges in response to our budgetary situation! This, along with estimates of income from fundraisers, cost sharing
(from use of our facilities), and other sources leaves our status quo budget with a shortfall of $5,589.
At the meeting, the congregation was very supportive of increasing compensation for our staff, and for restoring our fair share payments, but realized that without additional income this would be impossible. So we have our work cut out for us!



If you haven’t pledged yet, please do! Every little bit helps! And if you have pledged, please consider increasing your pledge –
again, every little bit helps.
If you have ideas for fundraising, please share them with a board member.

I am always amazed and delighted by the way UUFD rises to challenges. Please remember that it costs us about $1050 per member
to keep the status quo – increasing salaries and fair share will add another $103 per member. That’s less than 10%! Can you increase
your pledge by 10%?
Thank you!
Sue Willis, Past President

UUFD Supports Special Collections
The Social Justice Committee wants to celebrate the amazing generosity of UUFD members! You have supported some great organizations this year through our Special Collection. Way to go!
Our special collections this year were:
*UUFD Discretionary Fund (October 2014):
682.10
*Northern Public Radio (November 2014):
1,452.00
*Oaken Acres (December 2014):
210.71
*Jane Adeny Memorial School, Kenya (January 2015):
294.31
*Barb Food Mart (February 2015):
306.02
*UU-UNO (March 2015):
98.50
*WE Pantry (April 2015):
333.90
*Tornado Relief (Emergency collection, April 2015):
104.35 from bake sale
$
1,020.00 from UUFD Discretionary Fund
Total Donations
$ 4,501.89
We are still in the process of collecting for our last recipient, DeKalb County Community Gardens, but so far in the month of May, we
have gathered more than $400 for this important cause!
By joining together each year to support selected organizations that make our community and world better, we are proclaiming our
values as well as making a difference.
**And now it’s time to think about Special Collections for 2015-2016. We need nominations from you! Recipients must have
501c3 (non-profit) status and should have a mission that aligns with our UU principles. To submit your nomination, go to this link:
http://www.uufdekalb.org/specialcollections. The new online forms are a snap to complete, or you can print off a paper form. We need
all nominations by June 30, so don’t delay. The Social Justice Committee will announce the new slate of recipients at Ingathering in
August.
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A Call For Contributions
To members and friends of UUFD…
I am looking for people who would like to share their poetry, writings, artwork, stories, ceremonies, songs, dance, photography, or
other creative projects.
I would like incorporate them into a worship service that I am planning for July 5th. I think we can celebrate our lives and our stories
through these expressions. There is a lot of talent in our little church and sharing it with each other seems like a good thing to do!
Contact me if you have anything that would be fitting in this area, any ideas or questions. Please connect with me by June
27th. Phone: (815) 784-2509 or email dmvov@yahoo.com!
Thank you,
Donna Veeneman

A UUFD Social Media Report
From Dorothy Coleman
Facebook and Twitter:
Our Facebook presence is growing! This time last year, our UUFD Facebook page had 280 'Likes.” Currently, it has 329. That
means that 49 additional people since last year are receiving our Facebook notices. Facebook postings are automatically sent to
Twitter as well, and we currently have 192 followers on Twitter.
Website:
The website is constantly updated to keep it current and more user-friendly. This year, we have improved our Save-the-Date, Announcements and Upcoming Events sections. Also, our listing of UUFD programs has been updated to be complete and has been
cross-listed under Programs and Events, the Visitors Center, and Getting Involved sections.
Over the past year, our website has had, rounded off, 2,500 visitors, 60% of these were new visitors, and 40% were returning visitors.
**************
If you have any suggestions for improving our Facebook or Web site presence, please e-mail Dorothy Coleman at dcoleman@gmail.com.

UU Save The Date

WHAT: Unitarian Universalists Worship in the Park
WHEN: June 14, 2015 11 a.m.
WHERE: Indians Oak Park
825 Indian Oaks Trl.
Marengo, IL 60152

Join with fellows UUs from Rockton, McHenry, DeKalb, Elgin & Rockford. Bring your own chair/blanket for worship & picnic
after service. Playground!
Note: UUFD will also be having its regular Sunday morning worship on June 14.
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Book Study & Deepening Group
At UUFD
Tuesday evenings
7 sessions
June 16, 23, and 30
July 7, 14, 21, 28, 2015
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Privilege, Power & Difference
by Allan G. Johnson, McGraw Hill, 2006. Johnson invites us to examine systems of privilege and difference in our society through
an engaging, conversational style of writing. We will think critically about inequality and oppression without getting mired in guilt
or despair.
Facilitators: Dr. Maylan Dunn Kenney & Rev. Linda Slabon
Registration: No fee, but you must register.
Limited to eight participants, this Deepening Group will be offered more than once, and also at a later date in a workshop format, at
UUFD. To attend you must register with Office Manager, Beth Schewe at 815-756-7089 or office@uufdekalb.org.
New and used books can be purchased on-line through Amazon. Book cost range from $35 to $50. On a needs request basis, two
copies will be available to borrow. These can be checked-out from the church office.
Session Outline:
June 16 – Introduction
June 23 – Rodney King’s Question & The Flip Side – chpts. 1+2
June 30 – The Matrix & the Wounding – chpts. 3+4
July 7 – Trouble & the Myth of Fault– chpts. 5+6
July 14 – How It Works, the Isms – chpt. 7
July 21 – Getting Off the Hook – chpt. 8
July 28 – What Can We Do? – chpt. 9

Calling ALL artists, musicians and creative people! Our UU childr en will be explor ing with paints, clay, beads, r ecycled
art, and markers during the month of June. To coincide with the Web of Life curriculum, our children will create more tactile art
experiences each Sunday and we plan to display the art on Sunday, June 28 at 11:30 a.m. located in 158 N 4th St, DeKalb. I welcome all you creative beings to volunteer your time and ideas to share with our children. Let’s have fun with expression using
multimedia and share stories that uplift our UU principles.
Any questions? Call Gladys Sanchez at 708-710-0684

A PUBLICATION OF THE UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DEKALB

Don’t Forget...
The Friday 5:15 Meditation Group at UUFD will meet the following dates (also listing who is leading). Please check the enews for any changes or cancellations.
May 22 - Arlene Keddie
May 29 - Arlene Keddie
June 5 - Carey Boehmer
June 12 - Arlene Keddie
June 19 - Rev. Linda
June 26 - Rev. Linda
July 3 - OFF - NO session
July 10 - Arlene Keddie
July 17 - Rev. Linda
July 24 - Rev. Linda
July 31 - Rev. Linda

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

