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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the December/January edition of
the Pathfinder is November
15, 2015. Please note that
this is the third Sunday of
the month. Submissions are
to be sent to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

October Theme: Letting Go (Surrender)
We cling. You name it, we’ve wrapped our
grasping fingers and anxious hearts around it:
success, safety, society’s standards of beauty,
personal desires to be accepted, perfectionism,
duty, fear, grudges, hurts, hopes, stuff, shame and
privilege. Holding on too long and too tightly is
never good for the soul. So our faith pleads with
us, “Let it go!” But here’s the twist: Our faith
follows that up quickly with “Let it in!” Indeed,
the tragedy of grasping so tightly is not simply
that we anchor ourselves to that which burdens
us, but that we end up shutting out that which is
trying to save and feed us. Letting go is ultimately about letting in. It’s really about making room.
October 4
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda Slabon
Assistant: Ed Miguel
Sermon: Let Go of God and Then…
October 11
Worship Leader: Elisa Woodruff
Assistant: Allen Harden
Sermon: Grasping at Our Laurels
October 18
Worship Leader: Frank O’Barski
Assistant: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Sermon: Walk Two Moons in My Shoes
**Guest Preacher: Allen Harden
October 25
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Toni Tollerud
Sermon: Oh I Surrender
**Music by Cymbal

November Theme: Ancestry (Roots)
November 1
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Sue Willis
Sermon: UU Ancestors-Saints & Sinners
November 8
Worship Leader: Irene Faivre
Assistant: Dave Becker
Sermon: Dreams and Wishes
November 15
Worship Leader: Sue Willis
Assistant: Jack Lazzara
Sermon: Where Do We Come From?
November 22
Worship Leader: Rev. Linda
Assistant: Allen Harden
Sermon: UUFD Stories
**A brief service followed by the UUFD fall
Congregational Mtg.
November 29
Worship Leader: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Assistant: Irene Faivre
Sermon: Continuing a Legacy of Justice
**Guest at your table Sunday

Important Dates - Mark your Calendars:
Fall Congregational Meeting, November 22
following a brief service. All UUFD members and friends are invited, and voting
members are especially encouraged to attend. Childcare provided.

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Frank O’Barski
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez

TREASURER: Lon Clark

Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 815-501-4788, the Board President Frank
O’Barski or the Past President Tom Stamatakos.
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Minister’s Musings
At the May 2015 Congregational
Meeting, the congregation voted on a
FY16 budget that gave no raises to
UUFD staff members and reduced the
minister’s position to 50% time. By
this reduction to half-time, UUFD can
pay a clergy package that is mid-range
fair compensation as recommended by
the UUA Office of Church Staff Finance. This status is called
“Consulting Ministry.” It’s been many
years since I worked at half-time for
UUFD. Over the past few months I
have consulted with UU colleagues
and our Board on what 50% will look
like. Here are some of the outcomes
that start now:
Work Hours and Days – My typical
work days for UUFD will be Wednesdays, Fridays, and two Saturdays &
Sundays in a month. This is approximately 12 days a month, but some of
these will be half-days (4 hours) since
I am expected to work for UUFD no
more than 25 hours per week. I will
not be available on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays unless it is a pastoral emergency.
Worship and Worship Associate
Training - I will preach, lead worship,
and attend meetings at UUFD for 2
Sundays over 10 months (20 services).
I will not attend UUFD on the Sundays when I am not leading the service. I will not be present on Sundays
to give feedback to lay Worship Associates, but I will continue to plan and
lead the Worship Training events in
August and in January.
Staff and Intern Supervision and
Trainings – I have a primary responsibility to work with and supervise
staff. I will regularly check-in with
the Office Manager and Music Director and respond to needs. I will continue monthly supervision with the
Religious Education Director, and I

will conduct 2-3 RE staff trainings
annually with Ministry Council participation. I have weekly supervision
with student minister, Allen Harden,
and I will attend the Teaching Pastors
Seminar at Meadville in January.
Board, Administration, and Financial Issues – I will attend Board of
Trustees meetings and assist in leadership of the Board Training Retreat. I
will not lead fundraisers although I
may attend some as my schedule allows. I have trained the Board and
Office Manager in preparing UUFD
Staff contracts. UUFD must develop
more direct lay leadership for the six
Leadership Council meetings held in
2016. I will support the Capital Campaign Team and Transition Team but I
will not be the main drive in these efforts.
Congregational Support and Development – UUFD currently has a
strong Ministry Care team and I will
consult with them as needed. I will
provide pastoral care and counseling
when called upon for illness, grief, and
loss. As a Consulting Minister, I will
negotiate fees for weddings and memorial services as they are not covered
in part-time ministry. UUFD must
develop more direct lay leadership for
New UU classes and integrating visitors into congregational life.
Lifespan Religious Education and
Social Justice – A half-time a minister
is supposed to lead or participate in
one or two classes or events each
month; for example lead a Deepening Group, or a Meditation Class, or
Privilege, Power & Difference book
group, or Welcome Café Brunch, or
attend the Association of Campus Religious Organizations, or attend an
event that supports Social Justice efforts in DeKalb, or develop a weekend
seminar, or support Coming of Age &
Bridging for young adults.

Hmm. So what do I cut? Ouch, this is
incredibly hard. I know to be wise and
fair to UUFD I must make these changes and yet, I wonder how I’ll manage
email! Here’s the hard truth: I will
have to accept that I won’t “keep up”
and that we, together, have to let go of
my working as UUFD’s full time minister.
This October the Soul Matters theme is
“Letting Go.” “Holding on too long
and too tightly is never good for the
soul. So our faith pleads with us, “Let
it go!” But here’s the twist: Our faith
follows that up quickly with “Let it in!”
As Forrest Church puts it, letting go
must be followed up by reaching out.
Or maybe it’s better to say opening up.
Indeed, the tragedy of grasping so
tightly is not simply that we anchor ourselves to that which burdens us, but that
we end up shutting out that which is
trying to save and feed us. Letting go is
ultimately about letting in. It’s really
about making room.”
These UU words of faith are helping
me open to the possible. As Toni and I
engage in the work of letting go, we
pray that opening our lives, hearts and
minds will bring us new experiences
and insight. We pray the same for you.
UUFD is a congregation of people who
love and create it. What is your part?

In the Spirit of Life,

UUFD Staff News




Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815-501-4788.
Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3.
Rev. Linda will be attending two professional conferences in October. She will be at the UU Minister's Fall Retreat in
Wisconsin October 6-8 and she will be at the Parliament of World Religions in Salt Lake City from October 14 through
20. In case of an emergency, please contact a member of the UUFD Board of Trustees.
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
October
2
2
3
4
4
7
11
11
14
24
27

Peaceful Meditation (Friday mornings)
Restorative Meditation (Friday evenings)
Auction to support UUFD Welcome Essentials Pantry
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation(Every 1st and 3rd Sunday)
Svaroopa Yoga with Ed Miguel (Sunday evenings)
UUFD Board Meeting
UUFD Wiccan Study Group (Every 2nd and 4th Sunday)
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (Every 2nd and 4th Sunday)
Stitch and Witch
RE Spookathon Fundraiser
PFLAG

11 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 to 3 p.m.
12 to 1:30 p.m.
5 to 6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
12 to 1 p.m.
2 to 3:30 p.m.
7 to 9:30 p.m.
4 to 8 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.

New UU Class (Rev. Linda’s House, 1622 Carlisle Lane, DeKalb)
UUFD Board Meetiung
Yin Yoga Workshop
Stitch and Witch
Peter Mayer Concert
PFLAG

2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
1 to 3 p.m.
7 to 9:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.

November
1
4
7
11
20
24

**Please note: The Buddhist Study and Meditation Group has changed its meeting time. It will now meet from 12 to
1:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.

A Note About the Pathfinder
The Pathfinder will now be published 6 times a year, in December, February, April, June, August, and October. Be
sure to check the church website (uufdekalb.org) and sign up for the eNews (email Beth at office@uufdekalb.org)
for the latest events and updates. And, of course, don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
uufdekalb.
If you would like to contribute an article to the Pathfinder, please contact Beth in the church office or Melissa
Blake, Pathfinder editor. We welcome thoughtful submissions of book reviews, a seasoned UU’s thoughts on why
they became a Unitarian Universalist, or other articles related to UUFD’s mission and our seven UU principles.

Congregational Support and Development News!

CS&D would like to thank our greeters and coffee hour volunteers for August and September. Thank these people if
you see them for bringing joy and coffee to our Sunday mornings! They were Jen and Tom S., Kathy Clark, Cheri Hanes, Deb
Banke, Irene Faivre, Jack Lazzara, Cathy Schneider, Wayne and Betty, Bonnie and Beau, Cat Nefsted and Dee Hodge (who is
greatly missed and who volunteered for coffee hour duty just a few weeks before she died!), Maylan D/K, Howard Solomon,
Theresa Karales, Gladys Sanchez and our own CS&D team. Thanks to one and all!
We have also set up the greeting and coffee hours sheets through December. We plugged people’s names in and you
should have received an email if you are on the list. If you are not on the list and would like to be, we
can always use substitutes or people to work together, so feel free to contact me!
As always, remember that we are here for any congregation members or friends who might
need some TLC or some help of some sort. Don’t hesitate to contact us!
Until next time, be well!!!
Sharon Blake (sblake202@gmail.com)
Bonnie Anderson (bonnie804@gmail.com)
Annemarie Clifford (mjclifford@msn.com)
Terri Mann-Lamb (temmy1224@gmail.com)
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JOYS & SORROWS
With joy, we congratulate Forrest Brandon on the marriage of his daughter, Brianna Danielle, to
John Thomas Wicker, on September 25.
Humanist or Pagan, Christian or Buddhist...Together, we send prayers for healing and strength to
Frank O'Barski, our UUFD Board President, as he continues to live with cancer and its treatments.
Delores "Dee" Hodge died at Kishwaukee Community Hospital at approx. 12:40 p.m. Saturday, August 29. Two dear friends and I, Dee's minister, were present in the hours before and at the time
when she peacefully took her last breaths. She was a beloved teacher, friend and advocate for the
poor and disenfranchised. Dee taught ESL classes and was a great lover of animals. UUFD held a
memorial service for Dee on September 18. – Rev. Linda Slabon

UUFD Helps With Annual Backpack Drive
The students and staff of Clinton Rosette Middle School would like to thank UUFD for partnering once again to
bring our students much-needed school supplies. Our closet is filled to the brim and students have already been so happy
to be able to get a supply that they needed and may not have been able to afford. We are all grateful to the generous
folks at UUFD who make this possible every year.
I know that many people anonymously put supplies in the box, and we thank you so much. Thanks also to the
following people who gave us cash donations (which were spent down to the last penny….we had $20 left over, which
went to black binders for some of our choir students!). Thanks to Lon Clark, Clark Neher, Virginia Wilcox-Gok, Cathy
Schneider, Wayne and Betty Albrecht, Mary and Jeff Kowalski, Elinor Stark and Dan and Kathy Schewe. Please let me
know if I forgot you so that I can personally thank you!
We hope that everyone who donated knows just how much they affected the life of a child this year! We can’t
thank you enough!!!
Sincerely, Sharon Blake

2015 November 1st -- UUFD New UU & Pathways to Membership
Sunday, November 1
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
At 1622 Carlisle Lane, DeKalb
Coffee, tea, wine & light refreshments served

Would you like to learn more about Unitarian Universalism and our congregation? Please join Rev. Linda and other
UUFD members for a conversation about UU and our journeys of faith and spirit.
As the Wheel Turns
October 31 is a very magical time. It is known as Halloween, Samhain and the Celtic New Year. It marks the end of harvest time and the coming
of winter. It's the time of autumn colors, cooler weather and falling leaves. We celebrate it with festivals, masquerade balls (like our Spooathon Oct. 24), carving pumpkins and trick-or-treating. However, let's not forget it's also the night the veil between the spirit world and our world is
at its thinnest. Take a moment to remember those who have passed over. Set an empty place at the dinner table. This is called a 'dumb supper' to
honor the spirits. Take out those old photographs, light a candle and tell them they are remembered and loved. Then sit quietly and listen because
they may just whisper something to you. Don't forget to light up a Jack-O-Lantern to frighten off those pesky goblins. Wishing you all a safe and
happy Halloween, Blessed Be. - Jack Lazzara
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UUFD Treasurer’s Report

At its meeting on September 2, 2015, the Board of Trustees received a detailed report of UUFD finances. With 26% of the church
year past, revenue was right on track, with 27% of projected income received. Cash flow looked good, since just 18% of expenses
had been paid, including all of the routine monthly costs such as payroll and utilities. However, in May, the congregation approved
a deficit budget. Because budgeted expenses are $11,264 higher than projected revenue for the year, we cannot be successful by
simply continuing the pattern set so far. No payments have been made on the following major annual expenses, which total
$18,000: insurance and worker’s compensation (due in February), minister’s professional expenses and individual retirement account, and denominational commitments. If we cannot find a way to pay for all of the items in our budget, we need to begin the
process of determining which costs to reduce or eliminate.

Pledge vs. Expense Summary for Fiscal Year 2016

Amount pledged

69,568

Projected fundraising and other income

12,507

Total projected income

82,075

Total budgeted expenses

93,339

Projected Shortage

(11,264)

Budget

Actual
6/1/15 9/2/15

for year

% of
Budget

Income per budget approved 5/17/15
Pledges

69,568

18,465

27%

Other income

12,507

3,373

27%

Total Income

82,075

21,838

27%

44,034

8,781

20%

500

0

0%

11,520

1,993

17%

Religious Education

8,558

1,992

23%

Worship and Music

4,800

1,284

27%

Finance and Office

13,557

2,209

16%

Denominational Contributions

3,694

0

0%

Insurance

5,000

0

0%

Payroll Taxes

1,676

452

27%

93,339

16,711

18%

Total Income

82,075

21,838

Total Expense

93,339

16,711

(11,264)

5,127

Expense per budget approved 5/17/15
Professional Ministry
Lay Ministry and Outreach
Church Home (Building)

Total Expenses
Budgeted and Year to Date Income vs. Expense

SHORTAGE (in parentheses) OR EXCESS
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Allen Harden, New Student Minister, Introduces Himself
I am so excited to be joining with UUFD for the coming two years, and have already felt the warmth of your
welcome! I am in process to become a UU minister, with UUFD as my internship site and Rev. Linda Slabon
my Teaching Pastor. I am what is gently referred to as a “mature” student at Meadville Lombard Theological
School, a UU associated seminary in Chicago. I work on my divinity degree on a half-time pace while continuing to work part-time as a social researcher at the Chapin Hall Center at the University of Chicago. I live in the
Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago with my wife, Pat, a geriatric social worker. We have two grown daughters --- one living with us as she launches her life, the other lives in Chicago with her husband and daughter.
I am a lifelong UU. I grew up in Maryland, went to college in Ohio (Oberlin), then on to grad school and life in Chicago.
My youth was saturated in a UU life --- Liberal Religious Youth (LRY) in the winter, working at UU camps in the summer. My best
lifelong friends date from those years. I am an active member of the First Unitarian Society of Chicago. I have held many roles in
that church, but the two I never seem to drop are teaching in Religious Education and leading the Humanist group.
Ministry is a second career for me, and I approach it with enthusiasm. When I came to understand that I wouldn’t retire in
my sixties, I decided to shift my work to pursue things I love and to which I feel committed. I am a non-theist, and have never held
traditional religious beliefs in a divinity or active source. However, I feel that all of the questions that we have asked through the
lens of belief are crucial human questions. I also feel that we need to work in community to address meaning and purpose and justice
and what it is to be human.
We are working out the logistics of how I can intern at UUFD while living in Chicago. This is an ongoing challenge, but
the basic plan is that I expect to physically be in DeKalb for 2-3 weekends each month, and can connect to UUFD people at any
time. I expect it to be a rich two years for me, and I sincerely hope I can be of value to the ongoing work of your Fellowship.

UUFD Invites You To Practice Radical Hospitality
In many religions, there are traditions about sharing what one has: leaving the door ajar during holiday celebrations, setting an extra place at the table, a belief that angels appear as strangers at the door. In a sense, these are social justice traditions. After all, it doesn’t matter who appears at the door. Whatever the person’s race, gender or circumstance, it is the
householder’s responsibility to treat the stranger as honored guest.
This church, year you will receive several invitations to practice radical hospitality. Right now, you can begin to raise
money for CROP Hunger Walk. The CROP walk is a locally organized event that is coordinated with Church World
Service (CWS). CWS has many member organizations and one of them is the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.
The DeKalb walk raises funds for both local agencies and world hunger relief. For example, the Meals on Wheels program run by the Voluntary Action Center here is DeKalb County is one of the agency projects that receives funds and
those funds are sorely needed now with the state budget problems requiring cutbacks. Globally, CWS has been funding
local water and agricultural projects in Africa and Latin America as well as emergency relief for the thousands of people
in refugee camps and natural disaster evacuation centers today. The walk itself is a great family event and provides an
opportunity to teach children about generosity toward people suffering hardship. The walk is on October 18 th. Or you
can walk on the web! Just go to http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR/2015CROPHungerWalks/TR-CHW2015?
team_id=118638&pg=team&fr_id=20941 and sign up!!
In November, you will be invited to set an extra place at your table as a part of the Guest at Your Table project of the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC). UUSC is celebrating 75 years of social justice work this year. You
can become a member, or participate in the daily spiritual practice of generosity toward the stranger by adding to your
contribution box at each meal. (Or both.) Don’t miss the celebratory service in honor of UUSC on November 29.
There are also many opportunities to volunteer your time to people in the community: Welcome Café, WE Pantry, and
the monthly Hope Haven meal, to name a few. If you have questions about how you can help, contact Maylan DunnKenney, maylan.dk@hotmail.com, 815-501-1028.
Won’t you leave the door ajar to your heart? Join us in practicing some radical hospitality.
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UUFD Special Collections
Another way to practice radical hospitality is by giving to the monthly UUFD special collections. Special collection recipient organizations must be non-profit organizations that exemplify UU values. These are the special collection recipients for the 2015-16
church year, chosen by the Social Justice Ministry based on recommendations submitted by the congregation.
Schedule for Special Collections
2015-2016 Church Year
September

WE Pantry

October

NPR Sponsorship

November

Gurler Heritage Association

December

UUFD Discretionary Fund

January

Hope Haven (UUFD Meal Fund)

February

DeKalb County Community Gardens

March

Camp Woodbrooke Scholarship fund

April

UU United Nations Office

May

Jane Adeny Memorial School

June

Population Connection

Auction To Support UUFD’s WE Pantry
WHEN: Oct 3 @ 1 p.m.
WHERE: UUFD
A charity auction of items from Dee Hodge’s estate, including her mother's handmade quilts, her own sketches and some beautiful
tables, will be held at UUFD with all funds going to the pantry. We encourage you to attend and invite others.

Save the Date!
Peter Mayer concert at UUFD on Friday, November 20. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with the concert beginning
at 7 p.m. Ticket sales will begin later in October, but don’t hesitate to contact Beth in the Church Office to reserve your tickets in advance! You can also contact Beth or Tom Stamatakos if you would like to volunteer.

A P U B L I CA T I ON OF T H E U N I T A R I A N
U N I V ER S A L I S T F E L L O W S HI P OF D EK A L B

UUA Common Read 2015-2016: Just Mercy
The UUA's 2015-2016 Common Read is "Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption." Author Bryan Stevenson advocates for those wrongfully trapped by the U.S. criminal justice system, including poor people, people of color, women, and
children. The book speaks to justice, mercy, and compassion, timeless and important concerns for people of faith. A discussion guide for the book will be released in October. Order now from the UUA Bookstore (http://www.uuabookstore.org/JustMercy-P17700.aspx)! For more information, visit our website at http://www.uua.org/re/adults/read.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

